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Duration: ca. 50 minutes

(Some roles can be doubled.)

Alice, soprano
Lewis Carroll, baritone
White King, tenor
White Queen, soprano
Humpty-Dumpty, baritone
Tiger-Lily, alto
Rose, soprano,
Two Daisies, sopranos
Tweedledee, baritone
Tweedledum, baritone
Sheep, tenor
Unicorn, tenor
White Knight, baritone
Royal attendant, tenor

Strings
2 Flutes (piccolo)

2 Oboes (English horn)
Clarinet (E-flat clarinet, bass clarinet)
2 Bassoons (contra-bassoon)
Trumpet
2 Horns
Harp
Percussion (one)






Alice Through the Looking-Glass

William Osborne
Prelude: The Love-Gift of a Fairy-Tale
Ephemeral, cres. poco a poco (J\: ca. 72 ) Lewis Carroll appears on the stage and sings.
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I. Looking-Glass House

Energetico; recitativo rubato (e.= ca.

58)

Alice enters. Seeing a kitten and unrolled worsted on the floor, she ctaches up the kitten and gives it a kiss.
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69 Alice holds a white chess queen before the kitten as a model. /\
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Alice climbs on the mantel of the fireplace and steps through the mirror into the Looking-Glass World.
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(Alice picks up the White Queen's child, causing The White Queen enters very worried. Alice lifts the Queen
it to squeel, and puts it on the table.) She tries to climb up on the table. onto the table. The
Queen howls in terror.
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White King: White Queen:
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The King groans and falls flat on his back, horrified. He

3 groans. He slowly gets up and speaks in a horrified whisper.
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II. The Garden of Live Flowers
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Alice turns to the flowers with a pair of scissors.
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III. Tweedledum and Tweedledee
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Alice speaks half laughing through tears.
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The White Queen enters comically fidgety and nervous, with her hair and clothing in complete disarray.
As Alice helps her on with her shawl, the White Queen can't stop mumbling to her self, Bread-and-butter.”
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The Queen has transformed herself into a sheep. Alice rubs her eyes not believing what has happened.
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The sheep hands Alice a pair of needles.
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VI. The Lion and the Unicorn

Very lively (J” =ca. 90)

Like a fanfare
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Piu mosso and accel. poco a poco
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VIL It's My Own Invention
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The White Kinght appears. He sings, slowly beating time with one hand, a faint smile lighting up his gentle, foolish face.
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VIIIL. Queen Alice

Lo stesso tempo

The door opens up a little way, and a creature with a long beak puts its head out
for a moment, speaks, and shuts the door again with a bang. An old frog hobbles
slowly toward her: he is dressed in bright yellow and has enormous boots on.
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Alice:

Almost stomps with irritation.

The frog looks at the door with his large dull eyes for a minute: then
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White Queen:

White Queen: Alice:
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The creatures begin drinking in extraordinary ways, putting glasses on top of their heads, trickling it
down their faces, pouring it on the table and drinking as it runs off the edge, etc. (This could be a ballet.)
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A soup ladle moves toward Alice gesturing threateningly. Alice jumps up, siezes the table cloth
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- - A Alice turns fiercely on the white Queen, catching hold of her. T T
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Alice takes the Queen off the table and shakes
her back and forth with all her might.
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XI. Which Dreamed It?

Cantabile e delicato; molto quieto e lento (J”. =ca.52)
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1005] Lo stesso tempo
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But the provoking kitten only begins on the other paw, and pretends it hasn't heard the question. Carroll enters and asks:
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Lo stesso tempo
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Cantabile; poco rubato; molto legato
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