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Stage Directions

Miramisin an asylum. Sheiswearing adirty, worn, white, sleeveless
night gown extending past the knees. Sheisunkempt. Shesitsina
large, heavy austere wooden chair. Her lap and legs are covered with a
white blanket.

Attached to the stage right side of the chair isa dowel holding amusical
instrument. On each arm rest is a spring loaded clamp, triggerable to
lock her wristsin place. Swiveled on theright arm isasmall table,
currently positioned in front of her, covered with small objects, and
rotatable to the side of the chair. A thick dowel with a cross piece at the
top rises about 40 centimeters from the center back of the chair. A heavy
hemp rope is twined about the cross piece with one end looped over the
stage | eft of the chair back. A white gauze vell is draped over the dowel
and rope. Two rests extend from the lower front legs of the chair to
support her feet. (Seethe drawing.)

She holds before her face awhite plaster mask that |eaves her mouth
uncovered. It has ashort, white handle on the stage left side, the eyes are
cut to give the appearance of weeping. Light rises slowly on the mask,
and then the chair as she beginsto sing. All elseisdarkness.




She begins singing in darkness, the mask before
her face. Light slowly rises on the mask, then
the chair. All else is darkness.

(for Abbie)

Miriam
Part II: The Chair

(A chamber music theater work for soprano and piano with an optional instrumental part.)

William Osborne
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sets manuscript down,
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ironically clasps
hands in prayer,

suddenly breaks off to powder
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She suddenly stops, looks at the pencil

takes the manuscript and turns to the side as if to throw it away.

54 without removing it from the sharpener,
> g it fi P — N N e .N
¢ fr—— ) {7 %h p ACE— I
; | T 0 i @ g o "%
10 ! i - el
N J ittt bl , o
- Can't be longnow un - til they arrive.
= . . . .
wl————— orte, iebe’heifie E B % B 3
o L be. f ®h e '+
»" 4  — T £ )i L -2 L I I I L i
TP u ™ m Y 14 I I 174 y 20 7
| I I I 1 i i f Py 1
molto crescendo j,f mp
54 be b
rax y T h - blf_g%bf‘bf _h'riﬁ h# |F hf |b1|‘- h']l' bla- 7) b b| . K N5 h : K o I
VT et P L 1" 1P P te e tp | L. Ak e ; SCE PRI TIELN
T i 1 L I | I u H> SHT IO L 7 oY ) o o e ]
L=y == * m % 4 %
hzi' K. (hold)
CE@ takes eye liner, looks in mirror, and begins to
. paint a stylized eye brow over her left eye, -
She suddenly turns back front looks at it and
and sets the manuscript down, T g
59 E /\ remains frozen,
— - I i L ) k §
9] T B K Hgle K p—— T i
. ~— —T @ T PP I v A 7m0 T P R o e
< P L L LiTE '
but nev-er mind. Noth-ing to sing at all, not a wordto sing. Gar-ro-lous prat-tl-ing words, but noth-ing at all
o g~
o .
be- o T~ f  fe — —~
59 . # - % /F_\ . /_.-\'. K
th ; ﬂ— = 1. . ~ be — — : .h‘#— e b Ht -'#5#—
7—w 9] T B K Hgle K #® T 7 S PT
o—FV—F— e i i ] FHE = =
NIV 7 O MV AT RS S a— L) g thae s i i
o g P 3 —
® - ®-
59 mp o’ . — =
. _be he e h—. fe be . #ﬁ — T | e —
Ca—J S ui; [y i T F g [ L@ Hge Ll " 7T g o iy K
= - - T - - i - 7 I
— 0 — = 7 ! ¥ r
o Y K. T, Teo. T,
- - breaks off, removes contemplates mask, .
puts it before her face and sings, mask, pauses resumes lining her eyes,
Y/ . ’ Lo stesso tempo sets down liner, takes mask,
ower faltering... sets mask down.
o §r\ A , A — A 0
A |
S e e : = e e
ANIV i ) D D 0 g | re— T o : I 1 T I g g <y
~ foe et he : Chgy i.h;t. L o o  fe oo 7
— to  sing. sing-ing to her-self 'no ri-ver flow on deep wa-'ter A drought up-on the wa-ters...  gra-ven im-a-ges... mad... i-dols...
63 A . e ~ mp ~ mp
— TIT | . g
A MHH — K K K K y 20N XK - I 0 I K y 20 - - %
{es T ¥ O Ty P 'Y Ty P P I S S N I ¥ IO K K A Py (@]
ANV 7/ | T 0 - g | Y | P R I — - <y
oJ 4 ] p" e . 7 b i.h;t. 0 g ge fe~ #
63 PP
~ |
5": (= y X3 : q = = - L L L L 1¥
Z ] 8
q L& 0
v

5%
- v
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
L



| She looks at herself in the mirror and runs her fingers through her hair,
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Pause. She is about to close the
dictionary, but looks at it with a
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| She plays her instrument.
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And there is a strange dan-ger here.

The night is get-ting late.

nak-ed on the floor.
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| She vocalizes to preserve her voice.

| The weekend is here and my voice is dead. |
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| She vocalizes to preserve her voice.
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She mimics singing.
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| She angrily mouths the words.
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up scream-ing An-nie! And ask-ing and ask-ing AN-NIE!

1

PEN
VA

AN-NIE! while they all ran a-bout look-ing for the spig-ot, the

I6IIIII‘SIII"./"_IélF_||

po-lice in all their par-a-pha-na-li-a the su-per,

______________________________________________________________________________ .
o '8 B :
A b, g . u
D’ 4 1/ 1/ ] | b
y 4N | 4 | o] ZH2Y ;
{7~ . . D
NV 1]
oJ Y
433 b
-l “, L -l
- /] P L -
Wiy V.4 | | ZH2Y E
ﬁg P 1~ ! . P
ANV 17 ) ~V )
D), 4 4 v 4
436 6 6
J
g | —
Mis-ter Cle-mons, all run-ning a-bout for the spi-got, Math-ew and Mar-y and old Lad-y Hes-tand all run-ning a-bout watch-ing her nak-ed poi - soned,
436 P TTTTTT T TS TS TS ST TS T ST STt T TS T T T T T be T T ToTTTTTTTTTTTTTToTTTTTTTTTTTTmTTIs n
L E |
| L I 104
o] i Iz
| | ZHC] E
1/ ! 11
oJ % r V
436 I’
Al E |
L [/H W I 104
o] y.4laiv] I
1 a1 LB E
AN 1 ! HI
) % D) 14 V
439
-
- ~—
- pois-oned. She takes her instru-
| The left wrist lock raises and locks open, ment and plays.
ong pause.
L —
439 b /\/.\ m —3— )
h h | h " } ~ 4 g T g I‘\
I - [«] h o :
o I (® ) e —
! 1 _rall edim™—— !
439 *
p . N N } A \ i i
i . - I I B
- . [«] =
i %ﬁ 5 N
T — —_
~— — @
-~ -~



38

Cantabile; sempre legato; lo stesso tempo
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The light dims.

Morendo poco a poco
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