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Street Scene for the Last Mad Soprano

(for performance artist and quadraphonic tape) William Osborne (1997)
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face calm, innocent and joyful. from sides in graceful greeting to public.




Friendly, gregarious, energetic, but a little worried, she addresses her imagined public:*
Energetic and rhythmic

She finds it sitting to her right and picks it up.
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Troubled:

She flits the pages of her score.
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then tosses it down.

She holds the score up with weary annoyance and lowers it in line with the music,

Ditto.

Ditto.
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*Reminder: Act like the words are your genuine concerns.



she takes a scarf from her bag,

rony,
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She takes the score and sings from "Lucia” in a highly stylized manner:

@ |

and tossing her scarf over her neck,
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and tosses the score down.
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In a nervious tick, she tightens the scarf around her
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As if on the stage of the Met.

portando la voce

g

The light completely crossfades to the center stage spot as she takes about
three steps backwards to it and transforms into her opera character.
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dis - tressed.

not

Conducts.

Her other hand at her throat, shebunches her
scarf as if music has a strangle hold on her.
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With her hand close to her face, she addresses
the public while delicately conducting the beat.
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and reads with great anticipation:
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olded letter up, contem-

plating it with a certain wonderment.
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She sadly lowers them to her lap in line with the low glissando, but she brightens as she thinks of her aria.

then higher to the balcony.

She raises her hands to an
imaginary opera public,
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She mimes singing an aria in the direction of the "light," right arm raised, mouthing words

eary and distant, reflective:
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As she finishes her fantasy, the light dims to its normal intensity in line with the falling figure.
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As she leaves her fantasy the lights dim.
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She takes a man's old, black, and holds it before her, one hand at the toe, the other at the heel. Whispered very confidentially: She sings, relishing the gossip, but with hints of her own fear, anxiety and anger:
wing tip shoe from her bag, L Cantabile and lilting, but intimate and fearful
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/—\ She lowers her head in a She moves the heel and toe of the shoe up and down as if it were
kind of shame and fear. //_\ /_\ strutting to the music, and then lowers her head as before.
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Dark and mystical:

Pleading slightly:
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She intimately addresses individuals in the public:

She dissovles out of the role,
and steps to the spot downstage
center--complete crossfade.
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Enchanted:

Without turning she glides back to the aria light center stage--complete crossfade. She gradually transforms herself to the character "Mimi."
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She returns to a more prosaic mood, goes to the spot down-

rall.
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She considers her predicament. The general area light slowly rises.
She turns, walks quickly toward the bench, stops, turns around.
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She quickly walks back front center to address a specific member of the audience. Vivacious, rhythmic, and dance-like, but also pensive
During the interludes she paces left or right, quickly turning to address another
member of the audience. The effect should be something like a mad professor.
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She goes to her trombone (or alternative), takes it to center stage--light brightens center stage.
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She plays her trombone, occasionally breaking off to address the public.
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Becomging carried away:

She moves the instrument as if playing "La Cucaracha."”

She looks at her instrument:

la

la

la

la

la

o 7
la

FETE
la la

d

01

'qc vh#

pres - sion

im

an

make

it could

sup-pose

no - ble in - stru-ment!

Such a
mf

o« A(3

Y3 < 2 Y, R

r & Vi
AR ! [N e
I Kuy) Lefy—
I
| | | ™
1 HY
! TT® En
- I L
I
A || | e s
S | N |sh—
! ™
- 1 | =
| | m e
1N | y
X JuN ! i) Hh
N 1 EE S s
I
I
I
<o B
I
HER ! |' u.ﬂ“/
“ == y
[ 1 HA) .NNN..-
sy 1 Eo e
! v Pl
! e |
[ Y | e Hh
S ! M=
“ \Wl SRk
I Lt
AL ! I e
S 1 e e
| .
| KN
I IIT STor
I N
%~ 1 144
i) Jaxs ! 2 >
I
I
I
I 1|
1
. s .
AL & 3 S
N N
HEEE - =
»
XY i
J= I
XY
i uyy
A
iy y : |
X Y
Xt u
X Y
Inu!}g B
AL 3
E = .
atay
a o L
5
g
| et
Pwnv, )
Mol el
e Jg Shofotal
A | & 41y
(] HY
] o
Ky
[
A - [
. =
AN || §
_XxT
]
g 1
N [in\
= = v o
N
N
<
=
S
9
=
58
23 [y
58 il
=<9
S
°%
s
g3 .
S5 ~ a0
S e
53
rprel =
on Lt
[ Brel| =N lan
Ll BN
1N
B
hunm e hulm NCre AuJﬂd
|—

W
T
b

7 47

4
1 A,

[>]
o

|
N

-
AN
. =
H ]
£ bR
. = k.
A& pmJ o Il
X e
S s el
T p7aN
kS i
g I
m #| m
2 ] B =
3 47 Ed
X
ata ot ata
1T r 8 uu.ul
“ Hd
< ) 1 el ol Y
o | ﬁmmnn‘ E = o ==
Y [
| = === E =S
< K ! q )
||p ] hu\ iy E == [
|l o
L B
< |grTe 1 el ollle
I I oax | | HEN
oL e o
ﬂ_ﬂJ = E =
<™ & ol llle
- Iﬂl\-u\ HY E='3 o
o Rl R
3 L._%r‘uﬂn
! Iﬂl§ Lehe Teh—
T
=
-
" N T 9%
I I
X u»._m.ﬁ E
| i uy
|
s
o ML
.
m Ky
\ﬂl\|\ﬂ|
“wl
E = (LN
L TT]
=
XX
atay a
r Y EY
I Nk
I e
I (I i w
s .
“ A&
I N
| M
]
8
8 x|
o olo
A'/ hunmwd ﬂ.
| — \—r



mwm d=aN. d=aN. uum& 2
! =Y =Y = | [
H S
M {xf
] ) H E AL 1 AN
N ; = T
& L
sl |
ﬁ T S el N I
o~ g o
f ul g H
o i 1SR e
L Il
o &
44 15 e
=] e
on
£ )
_ B = AN\ a0
[} XX -
[}
| | g
R 3 Y
o Ry
2
i in X Im\E o
< iy E
AN 2 | ' U
— || 2
[YHH! ]
~ | | m E =S W -
A .m f umm ©
r 41 —~ ] F._.?
o || E = -
Lo| 9 1y
i N
s
“ o | 3 >i’ Y
»
)l I fl=opp b
LY Ly
Iﬂla ) L
AL i T
- a ! H >|u|nur | [i=N
N
AL qg
XX b |
[N t—~ It pan
& ! ASE ™
g A T
a B R 2
Lo
.é
-
A o] )
I oy el I
>.|I| x| [
ml au’ A
e H -
N - o
] mill
x| L
x L'L >'..II. [ uMﬂ
X AN [y B
A2
i~}
Y HT
S of -
S ol
j s o
e b =]
AN
-+ o.hqm-
R o
5 K
= « &7
Soplem s um_._ﬂw._rm_._.
T E<3
SRRH
5
-
[ JEEI
Ky
Q|
°l LT
. N
MWWI 2=
\ 2™
o = '~ o
S2ad =2t
A, N
— ————

rallantando — — = = - — . _ _ L L oo ____

e L
i fen
|
! [ I\ [N
! E | b}
| [shx
! °"
1 _xiv I
| LN
b eell T
o |
| BN
! b
" - | LN
| ¥ B
! uy Y
| x
! e
[~ M-S
[
! < i)
" =~ E 3
|
|
| ) Ay
| q g
|
|
|
1 ™
| 1 =
|
i A
1A e
|
! e
| |sfr
|
! e
[ (o
[N
| | |
;.- 2
' a
|
| '™
| HY
|
1 e
1 | LN
|
! TS
1 | &
-
X b
' st
X (Y
! e
1 b |
| [ 'l
|
8 b ! | b
a0 E 53
iy
4 oy
S o
NN | &N
[ u
(NN
x| N
s
e o
. u -
-
% | IS
e R
X
o o
e o
x|
“ | Y
e v
N
*" L au
v ]
—a

O

bl

-1

3 SESS SESS
A 2 i
| | i
. m .
A L IR e
o2 H
] .| "
I HY
-
S |||
A 192 Mﬂ
Wi E .
ATTT® 9 [ I
L&l | £ He
2 Al
=1
A | & | & |
— .
|| SER
X -
s [Nz
A M = ° o M T
et = | shr
RO BRaY, BRaY,
SRac SRac
g ]
N i
(10
'y
o
e
- v
] Rl
-1
]
-
.
i~
s
>LnH. =
B
Lo 1<)
=
cI | s
A s
H — ] ]
-
<
| | =
z
on
{ L =
oy
L AN R
wva
|1 .
EER 2
° ;
a >
(1 <
K=
_w [ [ —
172}
o~ g
[ [}
ﬁ Z
L 2 m | |
[}
ﬁ | | =
=
o L m
] S
emmi =
=
[LYRER T
I“IV N =
o
“a
B o)
] ] v
-~
w ¥y
m LA \—
i
3 ANy H
=
S M1 [)
= |
i Ry
S oA
3 LI
QL
.
Sl g\
F_u =
¢ m Ik
= N
S L
T
3 &
[N
2 [ YEE
S P
g [YIN]
~ -
I i
N7
m Ly
N e
m (KN
s L
QS [ )i
B o Tl
S | i
= ol
m - [y
N " L]
=
S E Y
2 -
5 2 ([T
5
axaY B X A
a AN
o ole|
aGe M
— e




x She remains standing in the spot, gentle and impassive,

then returns to the bench.

She rummages in her bag and brings out a humorous object right at the last note

1t begins to rain. The light
dims. She pulls her scarf
more closely about her.

She takes her umbrella
(about 4 beats after the
beginning of the thunder.)

1t opens on the sfz. She holds
the position for a moment.

A - of the phrase, replaces it and repeats the process bringing out three other objects.
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o) [ A | [ A |-
\J 0 J IAY N It I It IAY Il | ALY N 1 g * 1N T - DTAY
7 4 ] | 1T N Il N T 17 g | 1N T i' 1T O Ll e T g Hhe* 1 1V] - -
[ £an W, ¥ L) D@ hgl I T T [T 0@ "= Y X 7 gl e 11 1] Tl T -E™ Ll et Il D]
ANSVJ 10 L B bd 'ﬂl" q:l' I IVA kil %. . L B I !/ IVI I IVA Iy‘ I [ 79}
¢ Electric guitar b l) o
] l).L-E. , F‘h\'hf‘u Lg | = E
#o 0 I Il I Y [>TAY | L] i N gt g | Il Il DFVV L. T ] I g | ] | - 1
0 r1i L gt Il i Il Il Y n N1Vi Il Il | @™ 1 Il Il I Il & #F 17 F:‘h-ﬂfﬂ-ﬂ. I I =gl | DTXYE
106 Ll - 11 Il Il Il I Q) Il Il 1] | | - Il Py LAl | 0 FPVE T w1l Iihdk‘lﬂ'ﬂ' e ]
= I : i o - e ] e W e e T T L
| ﬂ = Z == ey = =
She pulls her scarf/shawl tighter in response to the thunder, and sits quietly wondering what to do.
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She murmurs quietly to herself and sways from side to side with the music.
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She puts the umbrella over her head.
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As the light crossfades to a general light brightest at the center, she stands, takes two waltzing steps to center stage, fully extends her
right arm with her umbrella in her right hand,waltzes two steps to her right, then two back to center, then twirls one complete rotation.
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She lowers the umbrealla to her shoulder,
stops dancing and sings center stage.

V

=

She extends her umbrella arm as before,
oreacefully twirls one full rotation io the
eft without changing her position, then

returns the umbrella to her shoulder.
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She twirls right in the same manner.

On the word "joy" she fully extends her right arm
and the umbrella at about a 60 degree angle.

She remains in...
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She addresses individuals in the public:
...this exhuberant pose for a moment, but the thunder dampens her enthusiasm. She slowly — ~ =
A lowers the umbrella to her shoulder, and moves front center--complete crossfade of light. < $
) T T T T ! T T 1
7S = i = i = I = f g = F—reo—+ ke
A\SV I I I At gf ') I 0 I
G G i ] # T
I'm not say-ing we have a lot to sing, but I am say- mg what "we do smg, is
Jva 8 Qua y
b F mf mf
-l -GI ck.
N L-hﬁ 4 to ﬁ hf | — 4y b o Ly ) N Xylophone § E ﬁ
\J L | Il P X P~ 2l 1 ny L I | 7L 4N
T g °- g " Iy 1 7] 18 | " ] L o1 n Y n
e i@ —— i g+ ] : FEis e tiin e e £ 2 e e e T
J 1L = fe T == e " h o ‘ E"I ' 5 fo T ke
k N i
Glockenspiel l,, h 5 — Xylophone
) - - - 7 - - AH - - -
o= L
I—_‘S
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She coyly looks up at the thunder and lowers her umbrella to her shoulder.
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of the poor.

She returns to her "cheerful” state, but a little more subdued.
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She moves to a spot about three meters

First low gliss. Sometimes I think people are listening.

She returns to the bench...

downstage right. The light crossfades to Short pause. Or am I only imagining? 9 I P I i N—t I\r S
a spot only on her upper body. Long Cascade. I thought I heard them breathing. 16 ha- 45 e fg—® -d—
pause as she impassively looks at the Cascade. I just made that up about Betty. Short pause. ‘ 4 i
public. She speaks with such calm dig- It's really me who's beaten.
nity that she almost breaks out of her Whispers. He does it for his--short pause--satisfaction.
= | drama. (During the pauses, as she Second low gliss. I don't remember people anymore. ) I }
waits for the cues, she continues to im- She stands impassively looking at the audience. 16 ha= o=
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Heartbeats

She returns to the bench--

She stands in silence, impassively looking at the public.
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Cascando. IfI stay here, he'll beat me for singing.

But I have to practice. Tomorrow, I'll be all

bloody.
Cascando. That's why I think of Mozart playing

by perfect chance till all is silence.
Cascando. That's what it's like here at night.

Whispers. I hear all those little sounds.

billiards.
Cascando. One ball hitting the other, and on and on

reigns.

Wind.

Whispers. A click here, a clack there, till stillness

She moves to the same spot three meters
downstage right. The light cross fades

to only her upper body. Long pause as

she impassively looks at the public. She
speaks with the same dignity as before.
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She sings to the public:

She takes the shoe and holds it before her as earlier.
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She holds the shoe before her in horrific memory. On the spit sound her head slowly jerks to the side, then she raises her hand to touch her face.
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She rises and goes to her aria position center stage--complete crossfade.
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She goes to the audience, downstage center-- With an impassive dignity, but dark and somewhat incredulous. . . .
complete crossfade to only her upper body. — — — She remains motionless. The light slowly
: = = fades to darkness in line with the music.
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raises her arms above her head. the low drone. She sways her arms from side to side like wheat in the wind.
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/\ She holds her pose a moment, then moves to downstage center and assumes the second pose--light crossfades to downstage center.
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She looks upward as the high drone begins.
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As the center stage spot fades in, she takes several dream-like operatic bows
while slowly stepping backwards toward the bench. Then she takes her trombone
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She returns the trombone to its stand and sits on the bench.
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Her madness seems to increase. With operatic elan, but somewhat sarcastically: Shrugging off her concern:
Her tick becomes more apparent,
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Lost in her abstractions, she.
Cantabile and espressivo

She rises with her gaze directed slt;%htly downward and moves toward center stage. After a step or two her face slowly
sweeps upward to the center stage light which is slowly crossfading in. Completely crossfade to center stage light.

N9

She angrily tosses the
shoe into the gutter
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...sings to the light which gradually increases to laser-like intensity by the high point of the melody.

The light slowly fades to normal intensity.
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hands

to the light, should - ers and

She returns to the bench and sits. Complete crossfade.
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Cantabile, apassionata
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She raises her clenched fists above her head as her voice moves to an almost scream-like effect by the high C.
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Each group of statements between the "hammers" is self-contained,
conveying a sense of desparate finality, but then more thoughts arise.

With desperate finality
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(There can be optional
short pauses while wait-
ing for the hammers.)
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With increasing desperation,
becoming almost a shout:
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Inflect the word "something" as if having
great doubt about what it might be.
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She stands and slowly walks to center stage as she sings. Her arms gradualﬁy rise upward until they
are extended at about a 45 degree angle when she sings the G--crossfade of light to center stage.
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Her arms slowly lower, then she walks com- Sofily, in a hoarse voice:
pletely downstage center and looks at the p— —— (short)
L audience--complete crossfade of light. N >L N ~ She turns, walks to the bench, sits and puts all of her belongings in her bag. Then she puts her hat on.
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Cantabile, gentile

cor-ner on the street
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She raises her hands to chest-
level and sings to the public:

She sings to the public:

She takes her bag, stands and walks to center
stage. Complete crossfade of light.
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She remains motionless as the light fades to black.

to the same position with which the performance began.

She turns full profile to her left and raises her arms

She looks upward:
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Talhausen, 1997

High drone

Low drone
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