(for Abbie)
Winni
(A theater work for soprano or intstumental performance
artist and piano based on Samuel Beckett's Happy Days.)

Expanse of scorched grass rising center to low mound. low bodice, big bosom, pearl necklace. She is discovered
Gentle slopes down to front and either side of stage. sleeping, her arms on the ground before her, her head on
Back an aburpter fall to stage level. Maximum of her arms. Beside her on the ground to her left a capacious
simplicity and symmetry. black bag, shopping variety, and to her right a collapsible
collapsed parasol, beak of handle emerging from sheath.

Imbedded up to above her waiste in exact centre of
mound, WINNIE. About fifty, well preserved, blond
for preference, plump, arms and shoulders bare,

To her right and rear, pianist. The work begins in darkness.

’(Beginning of non-instrumental versiod.)
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to the left at the arrow symbols.)
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Beginning of ins- l Instrument is heard in darkness. l
trumental version.| (yje; like a fanfare, lento (J\“: 48)

Lighting begins to rise.
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The light rises. She straightens up,  (Instrumental version: she lays instrument gazing at zenith

lays her hands flat on ground, throwsdown and follows directions of previous
% back her head and gazes at zenith. — measure.)

. . ) Pause. Head back level, eyes front, pause. She clasps hands to breast, closes eyes. Lips move in inaudible prayer:
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Hands remain clasped. Low: Eyes open, hands unclasp, return to mound. Pause. She clasps hands

27 Lips still. to breast again, closes eyes, lips move again in inaudible addendum.
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Eyes open, hands unclasp, return to mound. She turns to bag, rummages in it without moving it from its place.
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World with-out end A-men. Be-gin, Win-nie. Be-gin your day Win -  nie.
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brings out flat tube of toothpaste,
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She turns modestly aside and back to her right to spit out
turns back front, unscrews cap of tube, lays cap on ground, squeezes with difficulty small blob of paste on brush, holds tube in one hand and brushes with other behind mound. In this position her eyes rest on WILLIE.
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She cranes a little farther back and down.
Loud. Louder: Tender smile as she turns back front, lays down brush. =

> examines tube, looks for cap-- finds cap-- ~ screws on cap--
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lays down tube——/j\

turns toward bag--

rummages in bag--

58 Come sopra brings out small mirror, turns back front--
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inspects her teeth in mirror--

testing upper front teeth with thumb, indistinctly:

pulling back upper lips to
inspect gums, ditto--

pulling back cor-
ner of mouth,

other corner, ditto--

mouth open, ditto--
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6

examines handle, reads--

Subito piu quieto e tranquillo
(poco meno mosso)

rummages in bag--
Subito prestissimo, quasi agitato

[

brings out spectacles in case, turns back front--

takes spectacles out of case--
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examines handle, reads--
84  (poco meno mosso)

lays down brush-
Subito come sopra
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0s takes up spectacles-- = starts polishing spectacles, breathing on lenses--
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takes up spectacles--

holds up spectacles--

looks through lens--

puts handkerchief in bodice-- looks for spectacles-- . rat looks through other lens--  puts on spectacles-- looks for toothbrush--
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examines handle, reads--
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looks closer--
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takes handkerchief from bodice--
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shakes out handkerchief--

starts wiping handle of brush, wiping mechanically--
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(longer pause)

poi piu intenso
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She casts about her, sees parasol, considers at length, takes it up and develops from sheath a handle of surprising
length. Holding butt of parasol in right hand she cranes back and down to her right to hang over Willie.
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Spoken: Don't go off on me again now
dear will you please. I may need you.

No hurry, no hurry, just
don't curl up on me again.

Turns back fiont, lays down parasol, exam-
ines plams together, wipes them on grass.

Perhaps a shade off color

just the same. Turns to bag,

rummages in it,
Subito presstissimo;
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brings out almost empty bottle of red medicine, turns
back front, looks for spectacles, puts them on.

“te

/x poi ancora morendo va
#%k%%#%hy?b e, ¥
ﬁ%

e —

=L

i

e

A
162 /\
5 Q. | A T
. . — &= JAY () Il y X3
[ “Hgt = 1 —=
L

want of ap-pet-tite

in-fants child - ren a - dults six lev - el
p
0 fe te™ e . fe o - r#q. e Lo £ 2 he fe e 2
D10 !
Y o« P
L) P
GE ———
PY) oJ
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Turns to bag, rummages in it,

brings out lipstick,

turns back front, examines lipstick. Looks for spectacles.
Ancora come sopra

Puts on spectacles, looks for mirror. Takes up mirror, starts doing lips.
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During fermata: Winne finishes lips, inspects

Happy expression. them in mirror held a little farther away.

Pause. Happy expression off. She pulls down spectacles and resumes lips.

Winnie lays down lipstick and
mirror, turns toward bag.
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Winnie takes up toothbrush and examines handle through glass. /\ Winnie looks closer, reads: —
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examines handle through glass. /\ /\
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During fermata: Pause. Winnie lays down glass and
brush, takes off spectacles, lays them down, gazes front.
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I am not mere-ly talk-ing to my-self, that is

in the wild-er-ness, a
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go a-way and leave me, then

to speak in the old style, or

Where as if you were to die,

be - fore me with com-pressed lips?

Sim - ply gaze

to break the sil-ence of this place.

B Not an-oth-er word as long as I drew breath, noth-ing
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Winnie laughs in-line with accompaniment.
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(Winnie speaks:)

Ah yes, so little to say, so little to do, and the fear so great, certain days, of finding oneself left with hours still to run, befroe the bell for sleep, and nothing more to say, nothing more to do, that the days go by, certainys go by, quite by, the bell goes,
Lo stesso tempo; non rallantando

%)
[
O

F\5ﬁ

Turning front.
T o
333 [ 7 | o S T 7 ]
a . = Y . P sy 9|9
? / L 1 T T I I ¢ / T A/ I [ I Z 6
and lit-tle or noth-ing said,

That-is the dan-ger.

To be guard-ed a-gainst.

. he- T ‘

T - P I a® g 9

e & -
§ ) Z 1A
¥ 10

rall éﬁmj_

o ﬂ O

ul P~ ‘}: J
Z 1A

10

E ¢ *

She gazes front, holding parasol with right hand. [Or plays instrument.]
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She transfers parasol to left hand.
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I should be grieved to think you had not heard that.

She takes parasol in both hands.
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Reason says, Put it down, Winnie, it's not helping you, put the thing down and get on with something else.
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some-thing must hap-pen, in the

world, take place, some change, I can-not, if I am to move a-gain.
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Well I don't blame you,it would ill be
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Winnie speaks:
Oh yes, great mercies.
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The parasol [or instrument] goes on fire. Smoke, flames if feasible.
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Come sopra; molto piu tranquillo (J\: 60)
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I pre-sume this has oc-curred be -

fore, though I can-not re-call it.
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With the sun bla-zing so much fier-cer down, and hour-ly fier-cer is it not nat-ur-al that things should go on fire, nev-er known to do so, in this way,
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I mean - spon-tan-e-ous like? Shall I-my-self not melt per-haps in the end, or burn, oh I do not nec-es-sar-i-ly mean burst in-to flames, no, just lit-tle by lit-le
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be charred to a black cin-der, all this vis-i-ble flesh. On the oth-er hand, did I e-ver know a temp-er-ate time?
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empty words. It is no hot-ter to-day than yes-ter-day, it will be no hot-ter to-mor-row than to day, how could it, and so on back in-to the far past, for-ward in-to the far fu-ture.
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During fermata; Long pause before head down. Finally turns, still bowed, to bag, brings out unidentifiable odds and ends, stuffs
molto rallantando
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And should one day the earth co-ver my breasts,

right hand sempre sforzando

Duet "I love you so" from The Merry Widow.
44l [Played on piano.] Gradually happy expression.
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She ways to rhythm.

Imitating a musical-box (-h = 54)

both hands sempre 8va to double bar...
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Music stops. Brief burst of song without words--musical-box tune--from Willie [i.e. the pianist]
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Quasi cantabile; lo stesso tempo

Increase of happy expression. She

lays down box. Oh this will have
been a happy day! She claps her
hands. Again, Willie, again! Claps.
Encore, Willie, please! Pause. Hap-
py expression off- No? You won't
do that for me?
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What now, Wil-lie?
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Mil-dred will have mem-or-ies, she will have mem-or-ies, of the womb, be-fore she dies, the moth-er's womb.
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whole day has flown-flown by, quite by  and no song of an-y class, kind, or de-scrip-tion. There is a prob-lem here.
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The

last bump-er with the bod-ies near-ly touch-ing.

The

The last guest gone.

flute glas - ses.

The

fizz.

The pink

That day.
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