(for Abbie)
(A theater work for soprano or intstumental performance
artist and piano based on Samuel Beckett's Happy Days.)

Expanse of scorched grass rising center to low mound.  low bodice, big bosom, pearl necklace. She is discovered
Gentle slopes down to front and either side of stage. sleeping, her arms on the ground before her, her head on

Back an aburpter fall to stage level. Maximum of her arms. Beside her on the ground to her left a capacious
simplicity and symmetry. black bag, shopping variety, and to her right a collapsible

collapsed parasol, beak of handle emerging from sheath.

Imbedded up to above her waiste in exact centre of

mound, WINNIE. About fifty, well preserved, blond To her right and rear, pianist. The work begins in darkness.
for preference, plump, arms and shoulders bare,

(Beginning of non-instrumental version.)
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Beginning of ins-
trumental version.

The light vises. She straightens up,

| Instrument is heard in darkness. |

Quiet; like a fanfare, lento (oh = 48)

Lighting begins to rise.
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(Instrumental version: she lays instrument

lays her hands flat on ground, throws down and follows directions of previous

gazing at zenith
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Hands remain clasped. Low:

Eyes open, hands unclasp, return to mound. Pause. She clasps hands

27h Lips still. to breast again, closes eyes, lips move again in inaudible addendum.
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Eyes open, hands unclasp, return to mound. She turns to bag, rummages in it without moving it from its place.
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She turns modestly aside and back to her right to spit out
turns back front, unscrews cap of tube, lays cap on ground, squeezes with difficulty small blob of paste on brush, holds tube in one hand and brushes with other behind mound. In this position her eyes rest on WILLIE.
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lays down tube--

turns toward bag--

rummages in bag--
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examines handle, reads--

Subito piu quieto e tranquillo

lays down brush, turns toward bag--

rummages in bag--

Subito prestissimo, quasi agitato
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examines handle, reads--

lays down brush--
Subito come sopra
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takes up spectacles--

starts polishing spectacles, breathing on lenses--
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puts handkerchief in bodice--

looks for spectacles--

takes up spectacles--

holds up spectacles-- looks through lens-- 9

L looks through other lens-- puts on spectacles-- looks for toothbrush--
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Happy expression.

Pause. Happy expression off. She pulls down spectacles and resumes lips.

During fermata: Winne finishes lips, inspects

them in mirror held a little farther away.

Winnie lays down lipstick and
mirror; turns toward bag.
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(Winnie speaks:)
Ah yes, so little to say, so little to do, and the fear so great, certain days, of finding oneself left with hours still to run, befroe the bell for sleep, and nothing more to say, nothing more to do, that the days go by, certainys go by, quite by, the bell goes,
Lo stesso tempo; non rallantando §HP---—----- T e
M s5s— — s | | 5 RN be 1® h.n_ h_o_-
329 —1 o @ — ! = =
; e e be s he e tie fe 0P el Chebe ke Thed, e
e = ; e ==
ANIV4 L 0] ot
X 22 ??E - J ratl—edim————— -
v I-J_d..h Hefle . th y oo e L phol® 5
&): ) -.H_‘u B —rg W L ' P 5 e 5 : = H'b' T N1 b
S { il Iﬂ HI IH 6 il l— [ |q N L = bd - D v
T,
Turning front.
/\ /\
2 & o & o @ o | ) L] & o J ﬁ C):” 9
\g 7 7 / | ¢ / i “ 1116
and lit-tle or noth-ing said, lit-tle or noth-ing done. That-is the dan- ger. To be guard-ed a- gainst.
r 5 I
. o i@ #:5 ® e o 0@ . #E r) h; h ‘et el
pibetelptele B2 N e hou betelrtete boy, bebede T ele T hebete feh. T
| I il 1 | s o | # : g/)_
= : e — —— S — : >
J [ s— 5 ' 5 ! e — J
rall e dim
o mE .
Gy : = >
\\_\j
e #
——«K
She gazes front, holding parasol with right hand. [Or plays instrument.]
135 Subito piu presto (J\': 78) h h . be
Ly e i P e b & L . R
['l: b L._b.'Jl 1® ;.F_ — " 1 . » e f to g Lﬂ;'__ﬁ"—_ ._h_ o g ieo i ] 4:_
- ' — ' 15 | 4 i | i ' T He |®)
N — E ! gl — —— ()
J
.} Lo i@ 1o fe be hp_l’g ! . - 1® be . be b . ,
). D i I — — i —" f . » F o l‘ _'E_' g —&® —4 - Lo } %
y4 | ! HI K P h HI # | ! | | ! | | ! L “ . (\y
? — T — — o
< mf (Play the following three measures only if ths soloist does not play an instrument.)
0 . — — — )
ZjG——4- bdb-—lﬂ-‘—b‘h_h_.' = SIS+ = = =g ro e
| ;e be o he  be o b be o to o [® D o
o 19 o B 48 ! A gt e o




29

1
0

all.

at

Now hard - ly

used to per-spire free - ly.

I
S

te

Ha

pe

e

be

He

te

Ha

fo

He

he

te

He

PDo#™ '

s AL|

e,

T e

\;)u fo

Slo—~
12
w2
(@]
—
e
Q
g
=i
]
=
1
<
1
R~
2
1
w2
Q
o
Q
<
=
=
]
1
] ]
(]
=
an
<
— o)
z
n
. —
-
" 3
=
]
<
=
L I~
L&
8
Q)
-
Q|
X%
o
X
[
X
0|
]
ol
XX
Q|
== =
o
xx
L.
XX
8
Q
-y
[ W
—&
[
| xi
Q
[ ¥
x|
Q|
oF
Q)
. -
Q|
X%
[}
x|
8
Q
x
[ ¥
x|
[
~ xg
[ ¥
o]
e | |
. =
e |
. =
e | |
TS
x|
5 G
o

]
o o
e
Vi

1 kg

e '

Do Lo

e

o hg HI™

12

i L g @f

o Ly

e

ko
f” he 4T O |

P A q' 4o

Y 4
lan )
A\

e

el

[ o WD)

ANIVA A

¥ (pedal off)

e

The way man a -

-der - ful

find so won

That is what I

343
)
v J
2 Y
Y J

1
_xiwt | Ly
Y

Y
e
fL va v
Y ;
q
- dw—
LY
XX
QL
X B
LI
N
(a8
i N B
L
_xw
Ly L)
i N -
L)
=
Q i)
X s v v
Q|
=
Hlﬂl Jw—
umﬂ._u pmJ
[
= il
™NOP
| |
-
9
I.N =
Iﬂ L v =
]
wtwr
_ ¥y
-
_ Ly
{en
i s v v
|
= L v -
|
-y
Ay - B
s va v
I
Ln*\ -H.u..-
9
s va v
-y
I
ki
L)
= L vy
i)
A=
A
y
I$‘ i u u
L J
=
AR
N

(senza pedale)



HE=

She transfers parasol to left hand.

obey dotete, &

i)
A1
L

LYW |

dapts him -

self.

~tee

~e

i
il
%

_u:u—\ ?

I
]

iy

|

|

A

SR B

T -

¥ (senza pedale)

A vy
A

Eivyy

N .

e

Hold-ing up

e ‘/ o E=%%E

wear-ies the arm.

pa=

Ba=

A"

|
-

That is a curious observation. I hope you heard that, Willie,

T

*5l®

L)

L)

o

N

be

3o

4o

—

L vs )

-
__q_
]

L vs )
| T W

Ei vy

Ml vy

i vy

| ¥y
piys e
L]

No




She takes parasol in both hands.
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I am weary, holding it up, and I cannot put it down.

I should be grieved to think you had not heard that. h . ﬂ
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Reason says, Put it down, Winnie, it's not helping you, put the thing down and get on with something else.
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Winnie speaks:

394 Oh yes, great mercies.
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She sniffs, looks up, throws parasol to her right behind mound.
h-'—' . [quickly places trombone back on mound] cranes back to watch it burning.
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Come sopra; molto piu tranquillo (-h= 60)

37

*5R® 3

SRP

Ah earth you old ex-ting- quish-er.
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I pre-sume this has oc-curred be -  fore, though I can-not re-call it. Can you Wil-lie?

mp //—\ .
1 T
. e ke — o WA L. . £ i bt
7 ﬁ : . " # 'E ' '|P
L 3—
molto rallantando
/’_\ X

412 | — | 5 : | 6
ﬁ .. o E )3 | ) o | 2 o
? 1 o I D e 7 e o

T~ T

Can you re-call this hav-ing oc-curred be-fore?
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With the sun bla-zing so much fier-cer down, and hour-ly fier-cer is it not nat-ur-al that things should go on fire, nev-er known to do so, in this way,
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I mean - spon-tan-e-ous like? Shall I-my-self not melt per-haps in the end, or burn, oh I do not nec-es-sar-i-ly mean burst in-to flames, no, just lit-tle by lit-1le
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be charred to a black cin-der, all this vis-i-ble flesh. On the oth-er hand, did I e-ver know a temp-er-ate time? No. I speakoftemp-er - ate timesand tor-rid times, they are
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empty words. It is no hot-ter to-day than yes-ter-day, it will be no hot-ter to-mor-row than to day, how could it, and so on back in-to the far past, for-ward in-to the far fu-ture.
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During fermata; Long pause before head down. Finally turns, still bowed, to bag,
molto rallantando

Come sopra (subito presto)

brings out unidentifiable odds and ends, stuffs 3 9
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Duet "I love you so" from The Merry Widow. She winds musical-box.
A [Played on piano.] Gradually happy expression.
- h h | I She ways to rhythm.
”\m - I | | | | | | | 1 1 L ./1 .
D L B I o : J
N o) Imitating a musical-box (e =5%)
(8va) 777777777777777777777777777 both hands sempre 8va to double bar...
/\
i p be ; ‘e he. L e he P
b’ 4 o » o i » o ' » 1 » 7 -
II —l N | L] D T D T D n
Py 1 1 1 1
' b
non rallantando E EE
f) . b o . A A . e
A esiotatt be = - = : = SieE=s = rmireaat

K. (hold)

very hesitantly

Music stops. Brief burst of song without words--musical-box tune--from Willie [i.e. the pianist]
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Quasi cantabile; lo stesso tempo

Increase of happy expression. She —
463 lays down box. Oh this will have = ==
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I am clear, then dim, then gone, then dim a- gain, then clear a-gain, and so on, back and forth, in and out of some-one's eye.
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Strange? No, here all is strange. What now?  What now, Wil-lie?
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A life. A long life. Be - gin-ing in the womb wherelife used to be-gin, Mil-dred will have mem-or-ies, she will have mem-or-ies, of the womb, be-fore she dies, the moth-er's womb.
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She is now four or five al-read-y and has re-cent-ly been gi-ven a big wax-en doll. Ful-ly clothed, com-plete out-fit. = Shoes, socks, un-dies, com-plete set,
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fril-ly frock, gloveWhite meshA lit-tle white straw hat with chin e-las-tic.

A lit-tle pic-ture book with led-gends in real print to go un-der her arm when she takes a walk.
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Chin-a blue eyes that op-en and shut. The sun was not well up when Mil - lie rose, de-scend-ed the  steep... slipped on her night-gown, de - scend - ed qall qal -
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lone the steep wood - en stairs, gack - wards on all fours, though she'd been for - bid-den to do so, tip-toed down the sil - ent pas - sage en-tered the nur-ser - y
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bell goes for sleep and one has not sung. ha ha ha ha ha ha The whole day has flown-flown by, quite by and no song of an-y class, kind, or de-scrip-tion.
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There is a prob-lem here.
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Now is the time, it is now or nev-er and one can-not. ha ha ha ha ha ha— Simp-ly can-not sing. ah Not a note. ah_ An-oth-er thing, Wil-lie, while we're on the sub-ject ah
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The sad-ness af - ter song. ah ah Have you run a-cross that, Wil-lie? ha ha ha ha ha ha In the course of your ex - per - i - ence? ah No? ha ha ha
gV~ s - — - —— oo
/,:;l /‘\ o —
; = . (S v A
6 - P LAR- - - . ' = = Yo"
) ) b ' E’ ——— ] — =
oyfeiie S 8 S 8 T8 LR e s S - S Fo 4 S s T8 [ 8
oJ
T
[ 6 |
571 7 | [ 6 5 |
H— Fo
= == y
\\SY, — g i |
N Q) ® _
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But af - ter song... ha ha ha ha ha ha It does not last of course. ha ha ha ha ha ha— That is what I find so won-der-ful. wears a-way. It wears a-way.
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Suddenly a mouse ran up her thigh and Mildred, dropping dolly in her

L .7 ¥ ‘7 t H fright, began to scream-- Winnie gives a sudden piercing scream -- and
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mama, Bibby and...old Auntie, to see what was the matter...
what on earth could possibly be the matter.
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Wil-lie. Ah well, not long now, Win-nie, can't be long now, un-til the bell for sleep. close your eyes,
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Prob-lem here. No, some-thing must move, in the world, I can't an-y more. A Zeph-yr A breath. What are those im-mort-al lines?
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It might be e-ter-nal dark. Black night with-out end. Just chance, I take it, hap - py chance. Oh yes, _ a-Dbound-ing mer-cies.
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That day. The pink fizz. The flute glas - ses. The last guest gone. The last bump-er with the bod-ies near-ly touch-ing. The
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Sing your  old song Win-nie. Oh this is a hap-py day, this will have been an-oth-er hap-py day! Af-ter all. So far.
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Love me dear! Ev'-ry touch of fin-gers Tellsmewhat I know, Says  for you its true its true,
You love me so,
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